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UNICEF promotes the rights and well-being of every child, in everything we do.
Together with our partners, we work in over 190 countries and territories to
translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching
the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children,
everywhere.

The Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF HK) was founded in 1986 and was
established as an independent local non-government organization to raise funds
through donations, partnerships, special events, etc. to support UNICEF's work. We
also advocate for children’s rights via organizing education and vyouth
programmes in Hong Kong.

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme (the Programme) was launched by UNICEF HK
in 1996. It provides a valuable opportunity for youngsters to explore and
experience a starkly contrasting life style in developing countries. Currently, there
are still 6.6 million children who do not reach their fifth birthday every year, and the
majority of those deaths are concentrated among the poorest 20 per cent of
households in the developing world. The Programme enables local youngsters to
understand better the difficulties and challenges children faced globally, and they
are encouraged to take action in response to the needs of children. Outstanding
Young Envoys will be selected to visit a developing country.

To cultivate young leaders to advocate children’s rights

To raise youngsters’ awareness of children in developing countries and to
learn about how UNICEF improves their lives

To promote the awareness of the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child

To build youngsters’ capacity in effective leadership, communication and
cooperation, and to boost their confidence

To provide opportunities for youngsters to organize their own initiatives and
participate in UNICEF HK's work
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Time flies like an arrow. The UNICEF Young Envoys Programme is in its ‘}-ch'ye.ér“ .

since its launch in 1996. We have already trained about a thousand young people to
become child rights advocates, to promote rights of the child to over 30, 000
secondary school students every year.

This year, 60 youngsters were appointed asYoung Envoys after completing a
10-month training programme. Hundreds of Young Envoys have been nurtured
since | joined UNICEF HK. It is an amazing experience for me witnessing their
growth.

Prior to their appointment, our Young Envoys had already visited Gansu, China and
Laos to explore the issues of left-behind children and children with malnutrition.
During the trip, they realize many things they take for granted are actually hard to
come by for the children in developing countries.They also learn to be a child rights
advocate from the UNICEF frontline staff. Right before this summer, they
investigated in local child issues, including cyberbullying, deprivation of right to
play and the inclusive education of children with attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD). They also launched street campaign raising public awareness
over the above issues and inviting the public to advocate for child rights.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child. We count on the youths to carry on the journey of advocating
children’s rights and make it go further. | wish ourYoung Envoys every success in
embracing their passion and perseverance, utilising their knowledge learnt from
the programme and helping realize the rights of every single child around the
world.

Last but not least, | would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere
gratitude to AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd for the generous sponsorship of 7
consecutive years and the coming year. Special thanks also go to UNICEF China
and UNICEF Laos for their kind assistance in the field visits.

This publication captures the highlights of UNICEFYoung Envoys Programme 2014.

Wish you enjoy the experience and touching moments in the journey of Young
Envoys.

7

Judy Chen, JP
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AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. and its subsidiaries are principally engaged
in provision of consumer credit finance services, which include the issuance of
credit cards, and insurance broking and agency business.

Guided by AEON Group's corporate philosophy of “pursuit of peace, respect for
humanity and contribution to local communities’, we actively support and
promote charitable community projects and activities in both Hong Kong and
China, especially in the areas of environmental protection, education and cultural
exchange. We also promote social contribution through business activities, such
as issuing of Charity Cards where a portion of its sales will be donated to
charitable organizations, using AEON bonus points for donations to charities, and
making donations through AEON Credit Cards. Through the above means, we
deliver the goodwill of our company and many customers to charitable
organizations.

It is our pleasure to support UNICEF Young Envoys Programme for seven
consecutive years. The Programme, through a series of training workshops,
in-school and community programs, has successfully appointed 378 Young
Envoys. By sponsoring this unique Programme, we sincerely hope the youth of
Hong Kong would understand more about the sufferings and needs of the
underprivileged children in developing countries; and encourage them to show
their care to the needy.
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Cheng Chuk Shan College

Stewards Pooi Kei College

Tin Ka Ping Secondary School
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“Understanding UNICEF” Workshop
A workshop to enhance our
12 knowledge of UNICEF; not just fun
facts, but more importantly serious
\matters of the world! )
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Heartfelt words for you

1. Bring a map. Getting lost and being late is not a good way to build up your first
impression.

2. Be confident. Walk into the room like a catwalk model.

3. Dress appropriately, or you will take a photo that you will regret.

FreEEOEER..
P SRS B B EEEA
REFE.. Influential person in
MH... an organization or
corporation...
BXE..
Dr...
EEFES..
GBS...
RERIGHEE..

Scholars and Professors
in universities...

AF4T..

my honour t0 have
attended two inspiring
interviews where | met heaps

of passionate youngsters from

different schools, having .'qiffqre_.::ws
perspectives of life. ln the lnter:r WS,
interviewers did not foc-qs orl1to to
academic results but capability 1€
solve problems. he sl
s?,::eenz;qatmosphere-the.r-_e, it wag : |
valuable experience th:at you m y
turn out earning more than
you pay.

In spite of the slightly
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It was the first event of the programme, | remembered the atmosphere at first was quite
odd. All of us were full of expectation though we were uncertain what would happen in the
programme. Anyway, the journery has been kick-started and we were here to advocate for
children’s right.

In the workshop, we were blindfolded and had to search for our groupmates. We started to

know each other and became part of the force to support each other. Thank you all for partici-

pating wholeheartly, sharing the memorable moments together.

unicef@ \"
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Something we all learnt from Orientation Day — first impressions are important. It is the only
opportunity to pretend to be shy and assume another personality.
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Leadership training camp was the second time we met each other. With trust, we held our hands
and walked through numerous obstacles. Climbing up the rope course was an even more
demanding task for us, in which it put our perseverance and confidence to test.
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Workshops have taken up most of the time of the programme. Nearly every
Saturday, we have to attend workshops with different topics. However, workshops
are not as boring as you imagine.There are always different activities going on,
which are interesting games. It seems to be busy to attend a workshop such
frequently, it enabled us to build up close friendship, and all these workshops
become a remarkable experience for us.
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At the end of March, we organised a joint-school day camp, focusing on topics
such as children rights, AlDs and the current situation in the world. We aimed at

raising the awareness of participants towards the CRC, letting them experience the

underprivileged and unfair lives of women and children in developing countries
and realise the contrast between our lives and theirs.

The day camp was held at Belilios Public School, with 90 students from 11

participating schools. Participants were divided into nine groups and engaged in
ice-breaking activities. They played roles as children in developing countries and

faced problems that bring inconvenience and pose threats to their lives. Another

unique part of the camp was the ‘Poor-Rich Banquet. Groups with more money
could have delicious food; in the contrary, others could only get snacks and water.
All in all, the day camp is successful in enriching participants’ knowledge on child
rights and underprivileged people’s lives; we truly hope that the awareness
towards children rights can spread wider in our society.
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You would think retreat day is probably the end of ourYoung Envoys journey, but
the truth is, it's just a chance for us to review our past. Retreat day is a break from
all the Saturday workshops, freeing us to the beautiful beach. The barbeque,
volleyball and photo-taking made our day and absolutely enriched ourYoung
Envoys journey.

relieve My
we reflected upP
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What problems are the Hong Kong children facing nowadays? What does this have
to do with their rights?

In advocacy project, Young Envoys worked in three groups, focusing on cyber
bullying, children’s right to play and integrated education of ADHD children.
Through setting up questionnaires, analysing the received data and interviewing
scholars, we got an in-depth knowing of the topics we chose. And now, we will
step out to the crowd, and further promote the importance of child rights.

| Cyberquilying

N | JONCREDIT SERVICE (ASIA




#®7H13HE18H ' I3MURFHANSEEZFSNMTPEHBEZERE » tEFEEALTH
IZEEEREEMNT  FESHARNEZE R THE UNICEF AHEEAENIEIER
B - 8EEIRGIREEZETE (CCT) - MHEEER) « HENZNE -

On 13-18 July, 33Young Envoys who joined the field visit to Gansu, China, flying
from Hong Kong to Lanzhou of Gansu Province, with a short transit at Xian Airport.
Young Envoys were going to visit different developmental projects in Gansu
initiated and supported by UNICEF such as Conditional Cash Transfer Project
(CCT).

A EESREEHE

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme
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In the afternoon of 14 July, Young Envoys visited the
Taoli Kingdergarten. The school prepared a wonderful
talent show to welcome us, and we had a “Kangaroo
Hops” race with the students.

The principal shared that he only had RMB 100 to start
the school and many teachers were only primary
school-level. Ignoring the queries, the principal insisted
to run and sustain the kindergarten. Later, the
kindergarten received support of UNICEF to improve
the sanitation and hygience facilities, as well as
teacher’s training.

We also reaped a field of leeks. Many children need to
get up at 5 in the morning everyday to help farming, in
order to gain RMB 1 for each jin of leeks.
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Young Envoys visited different households to
understand more about Conditional Cash Transfer
Project (CCT). The CCT in Gansu is provided to
the pregnant women. Due to tradition, traffic
inconvenience and poverty, pregnant women do
not go to hospital for checking, and they even
choose to labour at home. In view of this,
UNICEF cooperated with China government to
provide cash subsidy for those women who
follow doctors’ instruction on prenatal and
maternal services. Young Envoys also deeply
studied about the project concept and the
operation by raising questions to the local project
officer, and even try to make recommendations
for improvement.
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Participated in the UNICEFYoung Envoys Programme, not only have we met new
friends, but also being trained extensively to become advocates for child rights.
We have had the opportunity to visit Laos to learn about UNICEF's work.

During the visit, we gained knowledge on basic country information and UNICEF's
work in a presentation by local staff of UNICEF Laos. Moving on, we visited a
village in Saravan. Observing the fact that proper sanitation and tap facilities were
built behind a primary school in just 2 months. Children there were taught to go to
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We had the chance riding the Tuk Tuk to the village on a bumpy
muddy road. However, we were told that children often walk on
the muddy road with bare foots for school or work.

Could sticky rice provide sufficient nutrients for children? The
answer is no. However, this is acommon misunderstanding that is
deeply rooted in women'’s minds there. In the village, we observed
volunteers demonstrating how to cook porridge with sufficient
nutrients using easily-acquired and low cost ingredients like
pumpkin and eggs, such that their children can grow up healthily.
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Lastly, we went to the Children’s Cultural Club where children gather there every
Thursday. Comparing to Hong Kong’s plenty of learning materials, children in Laos
have only simple stuff. The Children’s Cultural Club encourages children to read
and they can watch the educational programme “My Village’, which is the first
interactive and inclusive television programme developed by UNICEF and its
partners. The television series present lively clay animated characters, with
educational songs, music videos and storytelling. As pre-school education is still
insufficient in Laos and children often drop out of school at a young age, the
programme aims to provide young children with a foundation of skills which will
help them in school and everyday life.
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