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Foreword

In December 2014, a group of Young Envoys
kick-started their journey to pursue
realization of child rights. We had precious
time with ups and downs in the past 10
months. Until now upon official
appointment, we are still thinking of ways
to progress our mission.

We are just teens with limited ability; we
doubt rather our action, such as posting
articles in social media network, would
bring actual changes to children’s life. Are
we too idealistic?

No, we strongly believe that every single
action is one of the parts that contributes to
the dramatic change. If we are devoting to
our mission, one day we could build an
utopia where puts children first.

This publication captured the important

moments of our experience in the
programme’s 10-month training. Although
this year’s programme came to the end, the
learning for us would be life-long. This
publication will always remind us our

mission, as well as our determination to

fight for equality and justice.
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Programme Introduction

UNICEF promotes the rights and wellbeing of every child, in everything we do.
Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and territories to translate that
commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching the most
vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere.

Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF HK) was founded in 1986 and was
established as an independent local non-government organization to raise funds
through public donations, partnerships with companies, special events, etc. to
support UNICEF's work. UNICEF HK also promotes and advocates for children’s rights
via organizing education and youth programmes in Hong Kong.

UNICEFYoung Envoys Programme, launched by UNICEF HK in 1996, aims to provide
a valuable opportunity for youngsters to explore global and local issues in relation to
children’s rights to survival, protection, development and participation around the
world. Currently, there are still 5.9 million children not reaching their fifth birthday
every year, and the majority of those deaths are preventable.The Programme enables
local youngsters to better understand the difficulties and challenges children facing
globally, and to partner with UNICEF to achieve the goal of ZERO suffering for
children. Outstanding Young Envoys will be granted an opportunity to visit UNICEF
work in the field in a developing country.

- To cultivate child rights advocates through capacity and skill building in terms of
leadership, communication, organizing and mobilizing

- To raise awareness of the challenges and threats facing children in developing
countries and how UNICEF improves lives of millions of children

- To offer a platform for young leaders to participate in and lead UNICEF HK’s
advocacy and education works

- To realise right to participation and promote United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child
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Message from the chairman

“Here it comes another batch of fresh graduates!” After serving the Hong Kong Committee
for UNICEF (UNICEF HK) for some years, each summer, | would think of a group of energetic
and dedicated youngsters — our UNICEF Young Envoys.

Sixty-three youngsters were appointed as UNICEFYoung Envoys in late August this year
after going through a 10-month training. Together with UNICEF HK, they will continue to
advocate and safeguard children’s rights.

During the training, the Young Envoys explored local and international child rights issues
and organized more than 100 advocacy and fundraising activities at the 56 schools they
belong to. This summer, they have conducted a field visit toYunnan, China and Cambodia,
to understand the real lives of children and women, and how UNICEF works on the frontline.
These eye-opening trips allow them to discover the world outside their windows, gain
first-hand experience and feel the passionate commitment of UNICEF about its work on
children’s rights. Such experience also inspires them to join us as child rights advocates.

Including the batch of the Young Envoys appointed in this year, we have trained over 1,000
Young Envoys to be youth leaders since the launch of UNICEFYoung Envoys Programme in
1996. And every year we promote children’s rights to over 30,000 secondary school
students.

We believe the world’s change makers are not just adults. By creating suitable platforms to
engage children and young people to be our partners, we can leverage their innovative
ideas in re-energizing and influencing our society.

Last but not least, | would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to
AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd for their generous sponsorship of the programme for
eight consecutive years and the coming year. Special thanks also go to UNICEF China and
UNICEF Cambodia for their kind arrangement of the field visits.

This publication is written by the Young Envoys, capturing the highlights of UNICEFYoung
Envoys Programme 2015. Hope you enjoy reading their journey of experience and touching

moments.

Yours sincerely,

vz

Judy Chen, JP
Chairman
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Message from Major Sponsor
AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd.

AEON Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. and its
subsidiaries are principally engaged in provision
of consumer credit finance business, which
include the issuance of credit cards, insurance
business ’ and

brokerage and agency

microfinance business.

Guided by AEON Group's corporate philosophy
of “pursuit of peace, respect for humanity and
contribution to local communities’] we actively
support and promote charitable community
projects and activities in both Hong Kong and
China, especially in the areas of environmental
protection, education and cultural exchange. We
also promote social
business activities, such as issuing of Charity

contribution through

Cards where a portion of its sales will be donated
to charitable organizations, using AEON bonus

points for donations to charities, and making
donations through AEON Credit Cards. Through
the above means, we deliver the goodwill of our
company and our customers to charitable
organizations.

It is our pleasure to support “UNICEF Young
Envoys Programme” for eight consecutive years.
The Programme, through a series of training
workshops, in-school and
programmmes, has successfully appointed 441
young envoys.
Programme, we sincerely hope the youth of Hong
Kong would the
sufferings and needs of the underprivileged
children in developing countries, and encourage

community

By sponsoring this unique

understand more about

them to show their care to the needy.
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3 H
Orientation Day

This was the day to kick off the programme
journey. We got to know each other through
various ice-breaking activities. For example,
we had to make out sounds of different
animals when we were blindfolded, so as to
find our group mates. The atmosphere was
carefree and cheerful, filled with so much fun.
We also set up goals to achieve in the following
year.
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Leadership Training Camp

The overnight leadership training camp
equipped us with leadership and
communication skills through checkpoint
games and rope course. It also aimed at
boosting morale and developing close
bonds between the Young Envoys. It was a
great opportunity for fellow members to

unleash our potentials and learn from each
other. Thanks to the remarkable experience
in the leadership training camp, it set a
good foundation for us to cooperate
successfully in the upcoming events such as
School Project and Advocacy Project.
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Workshops

Different workshops allowed us to obtain a
deeper understanding of children’s rights,
and to inquire the problems that children
around the world are facing; natural
disasters, wars, HIV/AIDS and more. We
were also given the opportunity to share
with our fellow the child rights related
news, and obtained a complete
understanding of the realization of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child.
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We, with well-equipped potential, had to tackle
the greatest challenge, the School Project. In

order to enhance peers’ knowledge of
UNICEF's work and children’s rights, we
planned different events at schools. We put
lots of effort in planning, every event was a
masterpiece of ours.
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Joint School Project -
Cheung Chau Adventure

We did gain bunch of theories from

organizing a joint-school project. To
most of us, this was our very first
attempt to organize an event on our
own. Rarely do we have this kind of
opportunity. We came from different
schools and together,
embraced the same aims, and started

the project courageously.

gathered

All of us did face a variety of obstacles;
we even found it hard to make a clear
and effective meeting. On the day of the
activityy, more and more challenges
came in front of us, of course. We cannot
say we made the wisest decisions, but
we all understood that we have tried our
best. After all, there were still rooms for
improvement. Nevertheless, we believe
that the participants’ experiences were

positive, and were shown from their
smiles.
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Sharing of Mentor

‘As a mentor, should | lend them a hand, or at

least give them a piece of advice? In the
beginning of the activity, there wee too
many contingencies that they were literally
not emotionally prepared for. | had been
struggling whether or not to just show them
what to do. But, that was their show, they
should take the lead! So, | sat back and
waited. As it turned out, they could find their
own way out.

"Napoleon himself was once a crying baby."
| know someday they will become mature
and will come above me, and | am looking
forward to it!

o F#E51& Rachael Chan

SE@EH Young Envoys 2014

RN
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Joint School Project

- Room Escape

With the rising popularity of an
incredibly sadistic game that locks
people in and gives them a time limit to
escape from the room, we have decided
to create a similar replica for our joint
school project to relay the trapped
feeling that child slaves feel. Though it
might be just a game to the participants,
it is the reality of a great number of
children kidnapped or forced into
slavery.

Who could forget such a thrilling
experience? A room dark lined with
wires, numerous amount of puzzle to
solve with several torches as their only
source of illumination. From ‘brain’-filled
buckets to hidden keys and child-right
related crosswords, the fear eats away
their hearts as the clock ruthlessly ticks
on. It must have been a time of their
lives and an incredible chance to
acknowledge the importance  of
safeguarding children’s rights.
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Field Visit - Cambodia
The trip was definitely a Iife-changing experience to us,.as we not only learnt about
_UNICEF’S work in Cambodia but also the lives of children there. We had the
0pp_6rtu.nity to meet the local staff of UNICEF Cambpdia,.and got to know about the-
challenges they were facing, and how they solved them. For instance, how UNICEF
Cambodia worked with the local government and other NGOs, providing training to

local organizations to i'm__prove, their service quality. All-in all, we had a great time
meeting the local staffs. | : ]

.-
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Child Friendly School

When we visited the Preach Norodom

Primary School, we were overwhelmed
by the kids’ passionate welcoming. This
school was a model for Child Friendly
Schools in Cambodia, established with
the assistance and advice from UNICEF
This school displayed a great contrast
between the students in Hong Kong and
Cambodia. Kids were extremely friendly

to us and we all enjoyed chatting with
each other. They treasured their time in
school and made the fullest of it, as they
all understood that enrolling into a
school was a valuable opportunity.

26
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Child Protection Center

The Mith Samlanh Centre offers career
training by sending outreach social
workers to rescue children within the
community on the streets or under
abuse. Children under 14 are scheduled
to lessons within the center, learning
“Khmer”

(Cambodian language),

English and Mathematics. Youth aged
between 14 and 25 can apply for a
9-month training course, including
appliance repair, car repair, cookery,

cosmetics use, hairdressing and more;
these students would have the
opportunity to work as intern within the
center. When students complete their
courses, they are tested and if they are
qualified, they would be recommended
to different companies. In addition, the
center offers simple, free basic medical

services to its users.
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Kampong Cham Provincial Hospital
and Streng Treng Hospital

In the hospitals we had visited, there
was a playground room supported by
UNICEFE Children and patients could
relieve their stress there during their
stays in the hospital. Children with
HIV/AIDS or any other diseases can
enjoy themselves before treatments,
thus their fear and psychological stress
would be lessened before meeting
doctors. At the same time, the hospitals
would offer culinary lessons to parents,
showing them how to prepare simple
but nutritious diets to foster recovery.

With financial aid from UNICEF, the
hospitals provided free treatment for
patients with HIV/AIDS. For example,
mothers with HIV/AIDS could receive
Motherto-Child
Transmission (PMTCT) treatment, which
lowers the possibility of their children
getting HIV/AIDS from 75 per cent to 10
per cent. In addition, UNICEF would
provide transportation allowance for

Prevention of

patients who were living in remote

areas, to ensure continuity of treatment.
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Health Forum

Moving on, we joined two forums aiming at spreading health information
in different levels. Traditional beliefs were deeply rooted in local villagers’
minds, but health officers and volunteers were determined on correcting
villagers’ mindset in public healthcare aspect. We really appreciated their
great passion and patience towards their work. We were also impressed by

the volunteer’s communication skills, as they had to deliver the right
information at the right time so that villagers would be willing to learn.
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Water & Sanitation Hygiene (WASH)

Programme

As Streng Treng Province lacks a complete
water supply system, most of the locals
would draw water from nearby rivers and
wells. Most rivers’ water are contaminated
by Escherichia coli and other contaminants;
and arsenic in well water is harmful to
UNICEF has funded the
construction of a filtering station, to supply
water with 30 per cent of market price, so
that nearby villagers could consume

human.

affordable and safe drinking water. Also,
since schools nearby are supplied with safe
drinking water, the chance of students
falling ill from foul water and the school
attendance improved. In addition, UNICEF
has also funded the establishment of toilets
and rain collection facilities at schools, to
collect water to flush toilets or wash hands
before meals.

Donated by 3 Aeon/ UNICEF |
wih Al Kawoshima (17-10-2014 ) |

34









P B &5 B it [ 4 2 5 R G

FIEIEERRNBRRHNEGEER - &
sl ERZIEEEERUEFREENNE
BEE)  MNEH BRENRFYS - BUE
MEKREWA - EERPBENZREERE
FHEIR 28 UNICEF B o Bl R BB AT

SIFEERERIT ARARKEGEER
v BEARRREERA - WPRE @R " BEIN
REA, NERE - MRETHRIZREESN -
RERE - IRECHBATERRMET -

Social Development Programme for
Poor Areas in China (SPPA)

The programme provides loans to
village women, so that they could have

capital for investment and run
economically-productive activities in
order to reduce poverty. It was originally
piloted by UNICEF China. It alternated
people’s traditional thoughts toward

women, improved women’'s capability
to run business and their family status.
As there were profound outcomes, the
Government took over the programme
and ran by themselves.
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“Sow the seeds of hope, spread the sky with kindness”
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Water & Sanitation Hygiene (Wash)

Programme

This global programme helps build
toilets, drainage system and provide
safe water in less developed countries. It
also educates local villagers to develop
the practice of using toilet and washing
hands. In the field visit to Yunnan
Province, we found that the villagers
were familiar with the “6 steps of

washing hands; meaning that the
hygiene awareness had been raised,
and thus the risks of the illness were
lowered. It showed that this UNICEF
programme had achieved great success
in China.
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'Within the 6 days in the field visit toYunna, China, not only did | get to
learn more about the work of UNICEFE memories of joy and laughter with
children also inspired me. Footsteps of ours being preserved inYunnan
are such beautiful memory!
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Home Visit

We visited a family who lived in the hillside.
The family has two children, who are aged 7
and 5 months respectively. The elder one is
attending primary school, yet there were no
"secondary schools" nearby, thus it implied
that the chance for education would be ceased
if parents could not afford the transportation.
The problems we might think of people living
in the
transport and poor living environment. Yet,
education was also a huge problem. Without
proper education, the intergenerational cycle

remote areas were inconvenient

of poverty would continue. However, we do
believe it is paramount to have equity in
society and to provide equal access to
education for poor children in order to break

the poverty cycle.

After three hours of a very bumpy ride through
the mountains, we arrived at MingYin Village,
and after a forty-five minute walk from the
carpark we gazed upon place we were going to
conduct our visits. Numerous amounts of flies
seems to be everywhere, placing our gaze
further, there were a couple of livestock. We
met an adult in mid-forties and his 1-year-old
son.

Exchanging pleasantries, discussion
quickly turned towards the Conditional Cash
Transfer (CCT) programme and the help
UNICEF has given them. We learnt that the CCT
programme was incredibly important to them
not because of the financial support of
RMB 900, but the healthcare knowledge they
gained of what pregnant women should be

our

aware of and avoid. In addition to that, the CCT
programme motivated pregnant women to
visit the hospital regularly for prenatal
checkup, and because they are aware of the

importance and they would like to be safe in
the pregnancy and in the birth-giving process.
When the boy’s mother was in her first
pregnancy, she was unaware of the importance
of regular prenatal checkup at the hospital,
thus she even gave birth at home. When she
got in touch with the CCT programme in her
second pregnancy, she acknowledged the
importance of regular prenatal checkups and
giving birth at hospital. They were really
thankful for UNICEF's help.

Walking for 45 minutes in the rugged road
already made us felt annoyed and tired. When
they said that they must walk the same path to
visit doctor when they were sick, we
immediately asked, “Having to walk so far and
so long even when you're ill, isn't it exhausting
and tough?” After a pause, he simply replied,
“Oh, no, not at all, it's only forty five minutes
after all” We suddenly acknowledged that this
is part of their daily lives. Afterwards, the father
shared that their eldest son was a middle
school student, and must travel for three hours
to school from where he lived; hence he lives

at the school dorm.

Afterwards, the family prepared lunch for us.
Although this would not be the most delicious
meal that we ever had, the process was
enjoyable. We talked, we shared, and we felt
connected with each other. Their hospitability
impressed us tons, they were eager to share
with us the limited resources they had. They
did not have as much resources as we did, but
the smiles on their faces were the best proof of
their definite happiness. This is exactly what
we should learn from them.
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After a ten-month journey, we were grateful
that the appointment ceremony was waiting
for us.

In the appointment ceremony, we listened to
guests’ speeches, shared our learning in field
visit, as well as announcing the advocacy
project result. At the time that we received our
appointment certificates, we were joyful with
smile stemmed from the bottom of heart.

In the performance session, we sang our
theme song that was composed by ourselves.
The lyric “joining hand to fight for our dreams,
all because of love’ vividly summarizes Young

Envoys’ mission to strive for realization of
children’s rights; and it is just the beginning of
the journey to pursuit this dream.

The future is filled with "uncertainties", but
"uncertainties" create dream and hope. Let’s
take a group photo! Smile!
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Afterword

What will we become after we are appointed
asYoung Envoys?

The appointment ceremony marks the end of
the Young Envoys Programme 2015. During
this short journey, some of us gave up; some
stayed true to their hearts;
incredibly involved and poured their hearts
into the work they did; and some just lazed
around. So, if someone one day asked me
“What did you gain from this year?”

some were

As | watched the

appointment ceremony, one phrase stuck

the video during

with me. “Sixty-three Young Envoys, one
belief” As the word “One Belief” appeared
on the screen, everything that happened
during the past ten months seems to come in

Programme? To brag? Or to put it into our
Cv?

Whatever the answer was, everyone now
has one thought in their hearts and that is,
“Hope that | could have the strength or gain
even just a little bit of strength to promote
children’s rights, and help children in need.” It
is what we gained from this year.

Perhaps the strength of sixty three of us
combined may be insignificant, perhaps our
desire to “change the world” or “make the
better place” seem
presumptuous and chimerical. But, every

world a may
single one of us has such a wild wish, to have
such a determination that the world no
longer needs UNICEF as all children’s rights
are protected and all children live happily.
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No matter what happens, memories of my journey in the

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme can never be replaced.
This programme does not only provide me a platform to
broaden my horizon, but also to learn more about myself,
Although there are numerous workshops, tight schedules
and various projects, | have gained a lot in return which is far
beyond measurement. The most memorable experience was

visiting Cambodia. | learnt from the children and people
there; things I've seen, heard and learnt in this programme
will forever leave as an imprint in my mind. | believe that the
end of this programme is only the start of another life
journey.
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Tammy Cheung

y
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UNICEF Young Envoys Programme has certainly broadened
my horizon. | have doubt on how in depth teaching they gave
towards UNICEF's work. Throughout all the workshops |
have attended in this programme, none is dull, yet, they are
affluent on the delivery of knowledge about situation in the
third world as well as its connection with UNICEF.

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme has also provided an
incredible lesson on both leadership and collaboration -
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| am glad to be one of the Young Envoys. The past months
were fraught with ups and downs. | started as a piece of
white paper, through joining a series of workshops and
activities; | am now filled with colours and paints. The
Programme is a perfect blend of community service and
learning platform for me. | had chance to know more about
child rights, make friends and go on a field visit. After all, |
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preparing functions in my own school, organizing my own
appointment ceremony...and many, none is possible without
my participation along with other Young Envoys.

I am truly grateful to what UNICEF has provided me, for what
I have learnt, | will continue to share this valuable experience
to people around the world!
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believe that children are granted with the right to embrace
the enlightened future that belongs to them. Joining the
Programme is irrefutably an once-in-a-lifetime axperience.
The memories of all the laughters, smiles and tears will
surely last forever.

Karen Lui

It is not difficult to picture myself as a 30-year-old woman,
stressed and frowning with Monday blue in a cramped office.
| will doze to reminisce about the good old days, with the
jubilant moments as aYoung Envoys as my first flashbacks.
Joining the programme has given me a chance to see the
world in a different way. Not only have | gained understanding
on how NGOs could give a helping hand to the deprived
around the world, | have also experienced a lot of personal
growth and became a more empathetic and clear-minded

person through the journey. Besides, it has been my honourto
have met so many kind and passionate Young Envoys and
have had a taste of making friends with people from such
diverse backgrounds. | believe that no other programme could
grant us such a unique experience. Thank you all for the
precious memories! :D

Marva Chan

Yes. | have had a fruitful and meaningful year. It is my honour
to participate in UNICEF Young Envoys Programme. One of
the highlights was field visit. It truly amazed me and broad-
ened my horizons. | got to know more about the world.
People in Cambodia have to face a lot of problems such as the
inconvenience of transportations and the poor living condi-
tions. Unlike us, the children do not have opportunities to go

treasure it well and may not realize how lucky we are living
here in Hong Kong. We Young Envoys should strive for child’s
rights in developing countries and spread the message in
Hong Kong. There is no reason that children in other parts of

the world should suffer.

to school. We have a bright future but most of us do not
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| have never imagined that the programme would be that
fruitful. We have participated in a series of demanding yet
boisterous activities such as wild camp, an interactive
workshop on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
various projects to promote the Children’s Rights in local
schools and communities. Overwhelmed by the heavy
workload and the immense pressure of the programme, | have
learnt the importance of time management. What is more, |
have met some lifelong friends throughout the programme,

which we first defeated coldness, prevailed over challenges
and went beyond selfhood in the leadership training camp.
Most importantly, we are willing to support each other
wholeheartedly, come closer to each other, and share the
same vision and to ignite the passion on advocating children’s
rights in the world.

SharonTse



Sharing of Young Envoys

The programme not only helped me in gaining a better

understanding on Children's Rights, but also in broadening my
& horizons. The most impressive part of this programme is the
implementation of the school project. Despite the numerous
workshops on Children's Rights and on UNICEF’'s work, | have
*¢ been well equipped as aYoung Envoy and leader. The ficld visit
opened my eyes to the underprivileged children in Cambodia.
Before | went on the field visit, | mostly focused on local children
issues than international ones. During the visit, | saw many

“We know what we are, but know not what we may be.” -
William Shakespeare me.

children-friendly projects being implemented in order to help all
kinds of children.

In the past, | never thought | could be a leader, nor an envoy to
stand up and voice out for Children's Rights. However, this
programme has helped me to be a better leader and to advocate
for what | believe.

Kindy Ng

completely different environment as everyone else around

When | was first introduced to this programme, | refused to
join. | knew | was likely to be one of the youngest in the group
and that | would be the only international school student
whilst everyone else was local. To me, that was the biggest
barrier of all. It was not understanding what our mentor’s

However, among the many people around me, | found not
only my place but friendship as well. | have learnt so much
and | believe | have become a better person, both because of
the knowledge | now possess and the burning desire to make
this world a better place.

presentation was about, nor learning communication skills; it
was the fact that | remained as someone who grew up in a

This year, we have learnt and changed a lot. The passion of
every Young Envoy is influential and deeply moving. What is
more, the field visit to Cambodia has become a milestone to me,
which was wvery inspiring and fruitful. Not only have our
knowledge and horizon been enriched and broadened, | have
also met some life-long friends that support one another from
the bottom of our hearts. The memories throughout this year
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will last forever in my heart. Although the journey ofYoung
Envoys ends here, we will continue to strive for the
improvement of human rights conditions of the less fortunate
children in the world.

Karen Li
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Throughout this year, we have gone through a lot from the
orientation camp to the appointment ceremony. To be
honest, | was a passive person. | was the kind of person who
would not take up positions in school actively. Yet, through

opportunity, | was able to discover my potential and uncover
my weaknesses as well. | ain't no god, and | know my effort
may not make a great difference to the world, yet | am
determined to try my very best to let more people know

implementing school projects in school to advocate
Children’s Rights, | had to become the leader, the one who
organized and gathered volunteers. It seemed difficult at first,

about Children’s Rights.

not even knowing where to start off. However, with this

UNICEF Young Envoys Programme was a fruitful and
rewarding journey for me over the past year. When | started
the programme, it was a new way for me to give love to the
world. | used to think that education is a tedious process to
nurture intellectual understanding within individuals.
However, soon after | started this programme, | realize that
education is essential to create peace, and thus, a sustainable
future.

My motto has always been to learn from people and
experiences, rather than from textbooks. | have experienced
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the importance of Children's Rights, and realize how blessed |
am as a child being protected under these rights that world
leaders have fought so hard for. It reminds me that | should
not take them for granted.

Besides, the relationships fostered are definitely unforgettable
and valuable to me. | was very impressed and happy to be
able to sit and work with potential world-changers over the
past year towards a peaceful future.

Shirmai Chung

BT — EDEIE R AN -
KR REHE— SRR SR -

48



The soul is healed by being with children. Time flies, UNICEF
Young Envoys Programme 2015 have come to an end, but it

is not over. The journey doesn't end at this moment; it just
marks the new chapter of another "life-book". Being one of
the Young Envoys is undoubtedly my once-in-a-lifetime
experience. Every project and event was precious to me,
having in it the essence of finality. | hereby express my
sincere and greatest gratitude to every person who
accompanied me through the journey and brought me

unforgettable memories. | am so proud to say that | am one
of the Young Envoys of 2015.

| hereby wish all the Young Envoys a better tomorrow and
bear in mind for what we have learnt in the programme.
Good luck :) Children are not coloring books. You do not fill
them with your favorite colors.

Throughout my past months attending workshops and taking
part as aYoung Envoy, | have learnt a lot, not only about
UNICEF but of the personal skills which will assist me in
future. | still remember when | was at the interview, where | felt
ashamed for researching about the most basic information of
UNICEF, while the others fully understood and memorized the
details of the UNCRC. After the workshops and the field visit,

| did not only learn about numerous aspects of UNICEF, but |
felt the marals, rules and point of view they set by, | felt their
passion for helping those in need and | felt the selflessness of
people who worked for UNICEF. This experience has been
wonderful for me and it has been an unforgettable experience.

NicholasYeung

Throughout the UNICEF Young Envoys Programme, | have
gained a whole new perspective on looking at things,
especially after the field visit. | am really grateful that | had
this opportunity to be part of this incredible journey, along
with all the amazing people | met. This was a life-changing
programme, and | would always remember everything | had
learnt from it. | hope to expand and arouse the attention of
children’s rights to the general public, to help children all

around the world. Thanks to the programme, | have learnt to
overcome obstacles, to be independent and to be observant
towards the things around us, to put ourselves in lower
positions and to care about others. | will certainly miss the
days of training, from workshops, school project to appoint-
ment ceremony. These were my most precious memories.

After 10 months of training, | have become a UNICEF Young
Envay finally! | can still remember the first day | joined the
programme, | was afraid and shy because it was my first time
to join a programme like this. However, after all these
months, | enjoy the programme so much as | have gained
some unforgettable memories and we all have become good
friends. Thank you alll

Most importantly, | have learnt how to communicate with
others and to work as a team. We have faced many
challenges in the programme but we managed to overcome
them one by one. Finally, | want to express thanks to my
group mates. Thanks for bringing me so many sweet
moments. | love you alll

Christina Chan

This year might be the busiest year ever; there were regular
training sessions throughout the year. Howevar, it was still a
memorable part of my life. There were many teens like me,
most of us were unfamiliar to each other but after the
program, we are no longer individuals but a group. In this
group, we worked together and were friends to each other.
We have gone through a lot, we carried out the advocacy
project, and we even went to a field visit.

To me, UNICEF Young Envoys Programme is not only a
programme, it taught me the vitality of Children’s Rights, it
made me a more outgoing person that could make more
friends. It transformed me into a new person who could face
future challenges more easily.

There is a conventional wisdom saying that "loves make the
world go around ". Being a Young Envoy, not only should we
grant the Children's Rights to another, but also hopes and
loves. Dating back to the time we spent inYunnan, | have got
insights via the genuine dialogue with people in poverty. They
have no alternative but to confront life positively. That was
tremendously admirable. Education is indeed the biggest

weapon for children to get rid of the vicious circle of being
underprivileged, that is, our responsibility to call on the notice
of our community. More than that, it is grateful for me to
acquaint with all Young Envoys and to create the memorable
pieces of my life.

Candy Lau

Some people always questioned, “ You are already a Form.5
student, why are you still joining the UNICEF Young Envoys
Programme, isn’t it time-consuming?"

| would say my life is not only about school. Indeed, | had
enrolled UNICEF Young Envoys Programme in 2014 but
failed. | had hesitated for a long time to enrol again this year

due to academic issues. However, | thought that it would be
great if | give it a try. It would be my destiny if | fail again. If |
succeed, | will go for it since | will not have this kind of chance
in my life anymore. | am glad that | made this decision. | made
friends and learnt a lot through games and field visit which |
would remember forever.
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There are a variety of youth programmes nowadays, why
would | choose to join UNICEF Young Envoys Programme?
This is a place for building up social responsibility for every
Young Envoy, but not only training our leadership skills. In
these days, people are usually concerned with matters that
correlate to their own benefits. Despite the fact that we are
always taught to be kind-hearted to the needy, do you believe
you can do it? All you need is only a chance, to see, to

experience, to feel something that long for your helping hand.
The Programme did strengthen my faith in the aspect of my
ability; | got to know that every tiny power does matter. Not
only did | learn more about children’s rights, but | also
experienced personal breakthroughs.This is undoubtedly a
worthwhile opportunity for adolescents.

Stacy Man
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Gliding through the rankings of the Happy Planet Index,
Cambodia is nowhere to be seen in the top 50s. Reasons are
obvious: corruption, lack of basic infrastructure etc. Yet, despite
having not much grasp on their future, the faces of Cambodian
children remains joyous, and their optimism overflow in
abundance. Coming from a place where skyscrapers emerge

After all training and all the unforgettable experiences, | am truly
blessed with every opportunity | had from the beginning of the
programme, to realize how much more help is needed from
affluent and developed cities like Hong Kong, to the less
developed places on the globe. As aYoung Envoy, | wish to
make Lhe world a liltle betler wilth every liny ellorl, such Lhal
happy faces of children will never subside.

/ day by day, these scenes from the other part of the world were
e the most unforgettable gifts | brought back to Hong Kong.

“There are few images in my head that | will remember for
the rest of my life: eating lunch after workshops with my
group Wolverine, hanging out in the hotel room with my field
visit groupmates and playing with the Yunnan kids.

Now, | become friends with so many people, with different
ages and different backgrounds. | have gained knowledge
from the workshops that | attend every Saturday morning. |

Matthew Lau

school projects and even promoted them by doing a morning
announcement in front of the whole school. | have opened my
eyes through visiting Yunnan. | have got use to the horrible
washroom condition. And | have learnt to care about children
who are not as fortunate as me. Being a potential Young
Envoy has given me so much, and | will continue contributing
to the society as a real Young Envoy.

had been frozen in a wild camp and survived. | organized two

| am confident to say that what | have gained is far more than the
sheer title of a “Young Envoy” Participating in the training camp
under the harsh weather condition, attended different
workshops which broadened my knowledge, organized my very
own projects at school and going onto a field visit toYunnan.
Not only have | acquired knowledge on child rights and
enhanced my awareness in this respect, the programme has as
well, accelerated my personal growth. The diversified
workshops allow us to have thorough understanding on the

concept of child rights and how they are deprived in some areas.
As for the field visit, it allowed us to understand and experience
a complete different lifestyle as compared to that of Hong Kong.
| am grateful to have met these youngsters who are equally
enthusiastic in working together to strive for children
betterment and am looking forward to seeing more passionate
youths joining it in the years to come.

AngelTse

‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.' Lao
Tzu. Being a Young Envoy significantly changed my life, my
attitude, and finally built a better me. Throughout the
programme, there were moments when we had to stand out,
to serve and to lead. The workshops allowed me to think in
others’ shoes. In school project, | shared my knowledge of
UNICEF and UNCRC by giving a presentation. A joint-school
city tracing in Cheung Chau was held. During the preparation,
I encountered many difficulties but realized that | had to be

order to accomplish a goal. This turned failure into

extraordinary achievement.

The field visit to Yunnan was the most impressive. During the
visits to the families and kindergarten in rural areas, we saw
the children laughing and playing. | felt the happiness they
shared, giving meaning to every subtle simple thing in life.
We ought to give a hand to the needy and spread the positive
message to the public.

positive, patient and persistent instead of giving up easily, in
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From being unprepared and nervous to finishing up our
handmade souvenirs and embarking on the journey to Phnom
Penh, it has been a fruitful year for my friends and myself.
Often, we are skeptical about the difference we can make and
question on our ability and thus reluctant to step out of our
comfort zones. However, after joining the UNICEF Young
Envoys Programme, | came to realize no matter how small or
how powerless we may be, everything starts off with a tiny bit

of a huge step.You should never underestimate our potentials
of begin. A will, a big heart and of course an inspired mind is
all it takes to commence, and | thank you UNICEF for inspiring
me, who knows, maybe me or you anyone of us will the one
inspiring the next breed.

Keneth Wong

I still remember how nervous | was when | first stepped in the
Happy Valley office on the interview day. At that time, | knew
nothing about UNCRC, as well as the people around me.
However, | had never been so lucky that | miraculously passed

and entered the programme. New friends were made, and we
shared the joyfulness during the training camp. That was an
indelible memory, and the workshops afterwards gave me a

deeper understanding on UNCRC, as well as different

potential dangers faced by children all around the world. The
field visit in July also narrowed the gap between me and
other Young Envoys. The first-hand experience in different
programmes running in Cambodia motivated me to put my
heart and soul to humanitarian aid in the future. | am truly
grateful and honored to join this programme.
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“Satisfaction”- It simply concludes my year. New faces, new
environment, new challenges, every exposure pushes one to
grow up. | enjoy being with people, completing tasks with

them, knowing more about each other, adds to how one
understands the world, thus admiring it.

Certainly, learning about children’s rights is cool, but getting

originally in, broadening my view of everything.

Getting myself devoted into activities, and friends, do make
me happy. UNICEF Young Envoys Programme is a carrot
comparing to stick in my usual routine life. With these guys
and these things, the coffee of life tastes better with the
tinge but magnificent drop of youthful and energetic milk.

to know people from different backgrounds is way cooler.
You get teenagers from all over Hong Kong, from all sorts of
styles of education. This picks me out from the cliques | am

Thanks God for granting me this opportunity to explore the
world and meet friends. This programme is interesting and
fruitful which lets me learn a lot about the children's rights and
UNICEF's work. Best of all, | met people from different strata
and built up a lifelong and precious friendship. Going to
Cambodia field visit will be something that | will never forget.
Cambodian children's smiles have been engraved in my mind.
Living in this materialistic society, | was absolutely touched to
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see these rare smiles which can be hardly found in Hong Kong.
| am so thankful to participate in this programme and have this
cherishing learning opportunity. Even though | have spent
most of my Saturday mornings in attending the trainings, |
have never regretted joining UNICEF Young Envoys
Programme.

AlisonTse
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It has been a pleasure for me to join the UNICEFYoung Envoys
Programme. The most memorable experience of the
programme was the Yunnan Field Visit. Through the trip, |
knew more about the ‘Cash Transfers for Deprived Children’, |
think UNICEF has given a lot of support to those
underprivileged.

| am very glad that | knew a lot of good friends through this
programme, such as Andy, Ruby, Arthur and Nicholas. Though
| am a junior student, many mentors and big brothers cared
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about me. | am thankful to them. | have also learnt a lesson
through this programme. ‘Failure is the mother of success’, |
stepped out of my comfort zone and many people cared about
me. | will join the mentorship programme next year, in order
to pass on the spirit and ‘serve’.

| hope | can cling to the hope —Serve the children.

Adrian Cheng
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Time indeed flies and it is already the end of the journey. To
sum up this fruitful journey, it was like a dream. A year ago, |
was panic that | did not set my goal to serve the community.
The UNICEF Young Envoys Programme advertisement
attracted me to be a Young Envoy. It was a fantastic experi-
ence for me to learn more about the protection of children’s
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Junette Yu

programme really changed my thoughts towards the
situation of the needy in less developed countries. Moreover,
we learnt how to communicate and give love to the society.
To be or not to be, it is just a choice and we have chosen to be
a group of Young Envoys to serve the community with our
heartfelt pay. Thank you UNICEF!

rights. Not only did the Programme gave me chances to
challenge myself, but also outfitted more information about
children's rights in order to be a qualified Young Envoy. This
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