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This marks a profound milestone as
we all participated in different training,
educational and advocacy projects and
field trips, to understand more about
UNICEF's work and the challenges facing
the world's children. After nine months of
training, our appointment as young envoys
mark a new beginning for us as child rights
advocates. Through this booklet, we hope
to have our wonderful stories with you.
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UNICEF promotes the rights and well-being of
every child, in everything we do. Together with our
partners, we work in 190 countries and territories
to translate that commitment into practical action,
focusing special effort on reaching the most
vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of
all children, everywhere.

Founded in 1986, the Hong Kong Committee for
UNICEF (UNICEF HK) was established as a local
independent non-governmental organization to
raise funds through public donations, partnerships
with companies, special events, etc. to support
UNICEF's work. UNICEF HK also promotes and
advocates for child rights through educational and
youth programmes in Hong Kong.

The programme was launched by UNICEF HK in
1996 with aims to provide a valuable opportunity
for youngsters to explore global and local issues in
relation to children's rights to survival, protection,
development and participation. It enables local
youngsters to better understand the difficulties
and challenges children facing globally, and to
partner with UNICEF in bringing changes to their
lives. Outstanding Young Envoys will be granted an
opportunity to visit UNICEF's work in the field in a
developing country.

® To cultivate child rights advocates through
capacity and skills building in terms of leadership,
communication, organization and mobilization.

@® To raise awareness of the challenges and threats
faced by children around the world and how
UNICEF improves the lives of millions of children.

® To offer a platform for young leaders to
participate in and lead UNICEF HK's advocacy
and education work.

@® To realize the right to participation and promote
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child.
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How time flies! For over three decades,
the Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
(UNICEF HK) has been working tirelessly
in promoting children's rights and well-
being in the territory, and the impetus
behind our work is the smiles and healthy
development of our children. In fact, these
children are not only individuals that we
provide assistance to but also young
partners in our advocacy work.

Ever since we launched the UNICEF
Young Envoys Programme in 1996, we
have been providing local secondary
school students with a series of training
sessions in relation to child rights and
leadership, as well as opportunities to
take field trips to less-developed regions.
These activities not only promote the
personal growth of the Young Envoys
but also help them to gain a deeper
understanding of UNICEF's work in the
field, so that they know how to take on a
caring role in children's welfare around
the world.

Over 1,160 youngsters have been
nurtured since the launch of the
programme, and this year, we welcomed
63 energetic youngsters joining the ranks
of Young Envoys. During the nine-month
training period, these Young Envoys
have demonstrated their creativity and
outstanding perseverance by organizing
various child rights education and
advocacy activities, including social
services for children with intellectual
disabilities. They have also organized
street campaigns, child rights carnivals,
and a wide range of educational and

fundraising activities in more than 52
schools.

During the summer vacation, the Young
Envoys have made field visits to Gansu
and Yunnan in China to learn more about
UNICEF's work in the field and interact
with local children. The enthusiasm of
the frontline workers and the earnestness
of the children have made a lasting
impression on these Young Envoys,
where they have dedicated themselves to
be the new advocacy force in child rights.

Last but not least, | would like to express
my sincere gratitude to AEON Credit
Service (Asia) Co. Ltd., our sponsor for
10 consecutive years, for its generous
support to the programme. Special thanks
are also due to UNICEF China for their
kind arrangements of the field visits.

These pages are filled with the joy and
growth of the UNICEF Young Envoys in
2017. Please join me in celebrating their
unforgettable experiences and touching
moments.

Yours sincerely,
Judy Chen, JP

Chairman
Hong Kong Committee for UNICEF
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Guided by AEON Group's corporate
philosophy of "Peace, People and
Community" , AEON Credit Service (Asia)
Co., Ltd. ( "AEON Credit" ) continues to
support charitable community projects
and activities in both Hong Kong
and China, especially in the areas of
environmental protection, education and
cultural exchange.

To demonstrate its corporate social
responsibility, AEON Credit donates
a portion of its profit and encourages
employee-based volunteer activities,
such as Hong Kong Tree Planting Day
and AEON Planting Seeds of Growth, to

support various community projects and
activities in both Hong Kong and China.

It is our pleasure to support UNICEF
Young Envoys Programme for 10
consecutive years. The programme,
through a series of training workshops,
in-school and community advocacy
projects, has successfully appointed 568
young envoys. By sponsoring this unique
programme, we sincerely hope the youth
of Hong Kong would understand more
about the sufferings and needs of the
underprivileged children in developing
countries, and encourage them to show
their care to needy.




BEEAINE

UNICEF Young Envoys
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UNICEF Young Envoys
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UNICEF Young Envo
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The orientation day was the very first step of the road
to becoming an official UNICEF Young Envoy. On this
momentous day, 63 students from all over Hong Kong
familiarized themselves with each other through various
icebreakers. For example, we had a game to mimic animal
noises while blindfolded to locate group members.

From strangers to acquaintances, everyone started to grow
fond of each other. By the end of the day, we were ready to
enter the year - hand in hand - with clear goals to promote
child rights, and share same expectation to join field visits
upon successful completion of all the trainings.

17
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To prepare the potential Young
Envoys for the long journey to come, a
Leadership Training Camp was held at
a training centre in Fanling which lasted
for two days and one night. Through
various group tasks and challenges, we
were able to develop a more cohesive
bond between others, with a better
understanding of our strengths and
weaknesses. This bonding opportunity

was truly beneficial in enhancing
productivity and teamwork later on in
the programme.

As the inspiring Helen Keller once said,
"Alone we can do so little; together we
can do so much." The success of the
orientation camp was a group effort
and it was what would be needed to
prosper in future events.

19
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With just a few months into the
programme, we had already gained
invaluable knowledge and experience
in advocacy, teamwork and leadership.
The only way to proceed from there
was the launch of our school projects.
Each Young Envoy had to launch a
project to raise awareness of UNICEF's
work on campus. Some worked
individually, others in groups, while
a bold few launched cross-schoaol
projects.
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The school projects required us to
prepare our OwWn resources, manage our
teams, and liaise with teachers. Activities
were very diverse, ranging from simple
projects like assemblies and exhibitions,
to more advanced projects such as
experiential activities and snapshot
parties. UNICEF HK's mentors also visited
some schools to support and participate
in the activities!

Thanks to this opportunity, we were able
to spread UNICEF's message about
children and share our knowledge to our
peers.
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The Social Service Project was one of the three
actionable projects Young Envoys could choose
to participate in. This was a chance for us to gain
first-hand experience with children with diversified
needs in Hong Kong. We visited the Hong Chi
Pinehill Preschool Centre and served children with
intellectual disabilities. We planned two service visits,
in which we had to prepare games and dances to
share with the children.

Apart from having a wonderful time together, this
was an eye-opening experience for us to understand
the diversified needs of children from different
backgrounds in Hong Kong and acquire knowledge
and skills in serving them.

23
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The Advocacy Project was another actionable project
that Young Envoys could sign up for. Through the theme
"Go Green For Children", we wanted to increase public's
awareness of the impact of environmental protection and
climate change on children living in developing areas.

To engage the public, we sang and interacted with
passersby with information boards and props in the Tsim
Sha Tsui waterfront and Sai Yeung Choi Street South in
Mong Kok. The project team also made use of social
media to convey the behind-the-scenes work. It was really
an exhilarating educational experience.

25
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The last actionable project was the Community
Project — A Fun Fair, of which nearly half of the
Young Envoys would have to participate in, as
this was a large-scale project that engaged over
200 people. Multiple sessions of the preparatory
workshop were held to plan and prepare materials
for the one-day, community-based event, The Fun
Fair. The goal was to increase the public's greater
appreciation of the world's issues and child rights,
and in particular, what UNICEF has done and what
the general public can do about them.

These activities consisted of mini-games,
information booths and a prize booth for children
to redeem souvenirs after their active participation
in all the creatively planned activities. However,
the most "memorable" part was the background
music, as there was only one song that played
continuously on a loop. As such, we almost
reached the point of madness at the end of the
day.

All Young Envoys had great fun and gained a
strong sense of accomplishment after witnessing
the smiling faces of the children and families in the
project.
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After several checkup sessions and
workshops, 20 Young Envoys travelled to
Yunnan Province in China to investigate
UNICEF's field work, mostly regarding
the Conditional Cash Transfer Project
(CCT Project). Activities included briefing
seminars by project officers of UNICEF
China and local coordinators from the
provincial government, and various visits
to local health centres and families whom
were benefactors of the CCT Project.

On the first day of the trip, Ms. Lin Fei,
Senior Representative Officer of UNICEF
China, gave a detailed orientation of
the CCT project and its impacts at the
Yulong County Maternal and Child Health
Hospital. The CCT project is the provision
of cash subsidies to households who
committed formal prenatal/maternal and
child care health services. The local
project's coordinators and the hospital's
dean, also shared with us the project's
implementation in greater depth. All Young

Envoys listened with great enthusiasm and
took notes.

After the seminars and speeches, we
toured around the hospital facilities to look
at different wards. We were fortunate to
witness the beautiful scene of a mother
with her child for the first time when we
visited a post-labour ward. Although the
district was quite poor compared to other
places the quality of care was acceptable
to local people.

In the afternoon, we went to Yuhu
Village, Baihu Township to learn about a
community education programme on rural
health and hygiene environment there.
Given the increased hygiene-related
awareness through UNICEF's intervention,
the local people were more aware of the
importance in having well-covered latrines
so as to avoid transmission of diseases
and health related hazards.
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We paid a visit to the office of the Judian
Town Government to learn more about
the CCT project and its implementation.
The project officer gave us a live
demonstration of the online information
system.

After lunch, we hiked up the mountain to
visit four different households. Through
interviews with the villagers, we learnt
about the benefits of the project and that
the beneficiaries were pleased with the
financial assistance and the knowledge
gained in regard to prenatal/maternal
health and child care.
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We visited the Cike Village, Liming Township
to study the Social Development Project
for Poor Areas (SPPA). The chairman of the
Township Women's Association gave us a
brief introduction of the project, and then
invited the locals to share their stories. One
of the women shared an inspiring journey
of her start-up business with assistance
from SPPA. It all began with her dedication
to her studies at Beijing Agricultural
University. After graduation, she worked at
a multinational company which sparked her
interest in starting up a business. Eventually,
she quit her job and returned to her village
to pursue after her dream. Aware of
UNICEF's SPPA project in assisting women
with financial loans to start businesses, she
applied and started her journey in owning a
business

Afterwards, we went to Jiuhe Village in
the Jiuhe Township to inspect a village's
clinic and interacted with the village
doctor to learn about their quality of
healthcare; We also checked out the
"Happy Home for Children". At the "Happy
Home", the women and children were
adorned in unique traditional garments,
and performed dances for us. In return, to
show our gratitude, we also showed them
our pre-prepared dances. We learned that
most of the children are children of migrant
workers, who often suffer the burden of
separation from their parents who left the
village for work. Nonetheless, they greeted
us with cheerful smiles. As we said our
goodbyes at the end of the visit, we were
reluctant to leave. It served as a reminder
that the time we spent together was so
precious, and it is hard to imagine the
immense emotional strength it takes for
the children to bear while being away from
their parents.

Later on, we paid more household visits
to four different families and interviewed
them on how the CCT Project impacted
them. Conclusively, the general consensus
was that through the programme, the
pregnant women gained a good level
of understanding of obstetrics and

gynecology.

At the end of the day, we were all tired
and ready to go home. All of us had
learnt a lot about UNICEF's projects in
China. This journey also helped us to
gain better understanding of our roles
and responsibilities as young child rights
advocates.
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Thirty-one potential Young Envoys set foot on the
road to Lanzhou of Gansu Province in China to
explore the lives of the locals and understand
UNICEF's work. We were all excited and eager for
the journey to come.

The following day, the Senior Representative
Officer of UNICEF China introduced the CCT
Project and offered further insights on CCT's
impact in Gansu. Soon after, we set out to our
main destination - Xihe County.
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We visited the County Town Kindergarten
and Han Yuan Junior High School. As
we walked around the kindergarten, we
admired the spirit of the local students as
they prepared traditional Qigiao dance
performances for us. The atmosphere was so
joyful that we spontaneously decided to join
them in dancing. Afterwards, they invited
us to join their pottery and art class. Despite
their young age, they demonstrated a sense
of creativity and out-of-the-box thinking. It
was a reminder to never underestimate a
child's creativity and imagination.

At the Han Yuan Junior High School, we
received a tour of their campus and enjoyed
more performances prepared by the
students. Besides dancing and singing, we
had a friendly football competition. Not only
did this help us to get to know each other
better, it also gave us a better understanding
of our cultural differences. At first, we
assumed the locals would not have many
extracurricular opportunities, but we were
proven wrong, as the school offered various
activities and encouraged them to pick
something to their own liking.

Reflecting upon our own upbringing,
although the locals may not have the same
materialistic access and parental support as
children in Hong Kong, they demonstrated
an unwavering perseverance in attaining
their goals. This persistent mentality is
something we need to learn from.

[t came to our attention that the campus
buildings were reconstructions of the
originals - which had been torn down by an
earthquake. In May 2008, a major earthquake
in Sichuan, China caused severe damage
to the infrastructure in Sichuan and Gansu
provinces. Following the disaster, UNICEF
worked tirelessly to provide support in the
poorer regions, such as mobile classrooms
to support the continued schooling of
children.
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We visited the village hospital. As we
listened to more seminars regarding the
CCT and engaged in conversations with
villagers who took part in it, we reflected
on the significant impact of the project.
Through accomplishing what we set
out to do as well as understanding the
villagers on a deeper level, we gained a
better understanding of their lives and
their appreciation for UNICEF's effort in
the village. To us, this was a very moving
experience.

As the journey finally came to an end,
Young Envoys travelled back to Hong
Kong, feeling inspired to help UNICEF
continue the fight against poverty, and
aid all those who require help as youth
advocates.
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Our year-long journey had finally come
to an end, and boy, we were we happy
about that - seeing all of our efforts came
to fruition, all our friendships developed to
their maximum potential, had made us all
proud of ourselves. We had cracked open
our potential Young Envoys eggshells and
waltzed out as official Young Envoys.

It was a joyous occasion and many of our
friends and families were there to withess
it on our behalf. Representatives from
UNICEF HK and the Major Sponsor, AEON
Credit Service (Asia) Co., Ltd. were also
present. Their presence not only graced
the ceremony but also recognized the
Young Envoys.

We stood proudly on stage to receive the
Certificates of Appointment form guests;
and our drama performance and theme
song remarkably wrapped up the journey
of Young Envoys 2017.
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Kim Wong
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This journey was
very tough as we
had to overcome
many difficulties such
as communication, work

division, and planning. | could not have
accomplished all these without other
Young Envoys' assistance. | appreciated
my team very much, and realized that
we could overcome it as one.

Tiffany Sham

This programme
has been a life-
changing experience,
and | felt thankful for
having mentors as our

lighthouses along the way. | am so
grateful to have met so many "Angels".
The memories we have created would
stay in our hearts forever.

Jilly Wong
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Erica Lam

At this momoent,
my journey of being
a UNICEF Young
Envoy has just begun!
In the past months, | was

so thankful to have completed various
tasks with lots of great new friends so
that we would be equipped to face
the challenges ahead. We have come
across workshops and projects that
draw our awareness to issues about
children's rights all around the world. |
am sure that our mission would always
be there with us. 'You want to be the
pebble in the pond that creates the
ripples for change.'- Apple Inc. Chief
Executive Tim Cook

Annabelle Lim

This programme is
like going on a steep
waterslide. At first,
the towering height of
this structure fills you with
trepidation, yet it seems to call to you.
Standing at the edge of the gushing
water, you look down, daunted and
excited at the same time. Do you make
that leap and enjoy the journey? | did,
and | loved every moment of it.

Natalie Kwok
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John Ho

When | first got into )
the programme, | was
surprised that 99.99%
of my fellow Young ‘)
Envoys would be local
students who had top-tier Cantonese
and didn't know much English; this
was an issue to me because | was the
complete opposite - | was terrible at
Cantonese.
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Jerry Mak

=)
Time flies! The -
journey of Young Sy
Envoys 2017 has - .

come to an end.

When | received the

admission email from UNICEF HK half
a year ago, | couldn't believe that |
was selected. Time flew by quickly. |
gained lots of unforgettable memories
and experiences. These served as an
important stage to me. Last but not
least, it is time to act on spreading
the message of children's rights and
UNICEF's work to others.

Christy Liang

—FHIRIZERREE
REER o oA P S
TEA LR - 1 L)
BHRA - BBRERLAT

MN% - EF— B ITE M ZEF - Higte
IRE UNICEF M TEA R R E#F AR
o Rtz RBERETES - BHEY]
@%@Eﬁ%% L RETEIE BB B
KRS B RBRAMEEE 285
EHBECWETER - ﬁ%@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁm
BE—RRBREENKRE SHEMUS—
HAEESEY - ﬁl%@ﬁ REREE
H 885 o

——
-

Antonia Li

By participating in
this programme,

| have learnt to be
confident enough to
voice out my thoughts
toward the issues involving unfairness,
injustice, and righteousnesses. Besides,
the programme has also raised my
interest towards issues related to
children's rights, of which | would further
promote in the future.

Franco Kong
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FEunice Chan

It is hard to believe
how quickly time
flies by, and that
the Young Envoys
Programme will soon
come to an end. Yet in no way does
this signify the end of my journey
in advocating children's rights. The
programme is a thought-provoking
experience that inspired me to turn
my passion into action, to do more
for children. The friendships and
experiences | have gained throughout
the journey will stay in my heart forever.
I will never forget the smile on the
children's faces in Yunnan, nor the ones
they put on ours.

Anson Tam ﬁ
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The programme ended as quickly as
it started, and now it is time for the
next group of Young Envoys to come
through. Our time in the programme
might have ended, but we will go on
strong as real UNICEF advocates,
aidinig all children in mnees=ie
constantly educating the public. We
have adopted UNICEF's mindset of
"Equity", and will continue to strive for
it for as long as we can.
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