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The maternal mortality rate in Sierra Leone is among the highest in the
world. To improve survival rates of mothers and babies, midwifery was
identified as the optimal solution — it takes less time and money to train
a midwife than a medical doctor. UNICEF has been providing capacity
development support to Sierra Leone, including the training of midwives.
The number of midwives is expected to increase from 57 in 2010 to 3,500
by 2025.
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In Yemen, almost half of the healthcare facilities were destroyed due to
armed conflict, not to mention the healthcare workers who were forced
to flee the country. As a result, only 25% of pregnant women were able
to receive prenatal care and less than half of the mothers delivered with
a skilled birth attendant. To address this issue, UNICEF works with
partners to maintain 60% of basic healthcare services, while supporting
7,000 community midwives.
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