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Safeguarding Every Child’s Birth Registration: The Vital First Step for
First 7,000 Days Children's Wellbeing
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Your gift promotes birth registration, giving children legal identities
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Can you imagine what would happen if your children were born without legal
identities? They could not receive medical attention when they are sick. They could
not get their routine vaccines to protect their lives. They could not be enrolled in
schools and receive education. They could not work legally after they grow up. They
are literally invisible to the world. They are nothing without identities.
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UNICEF is dedicated to safeguarding every child during the first 7,000
days of their life, regardless of background, race, or gender.

Birth registration is a basic human right. It establishes a legal proof of identity that
ensures children’s wellbeing — access to healthcare and education, protection from
violence and other exploitations such as child labour and child marriage. In Hong
Kong, birth registration is taken for granted as parents are legally required to
register their babies. But globally, every one in four children under 5 are
not registered. Most of them live in remote, disadvantaged communities where
parents either don’t understand the importance of birth registration, or cannot
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Two-week-old Ma July Moe at a mobile i } UNICEF has been actively promoting birth registration for over 30 years,
birth registration event in Myanmar. working with governments to register millions of births. Substantial

progress has been made thanks to our devoted donors like yourself, but
we need your continual support to achieve our goal of universal
registration by 2030.
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What has UNICEF done to help?

UNICEF EFREmERERELET ¢

c RAHERR HERRAMHESTHNEEN » URFROES

- HESRAUTRBEREERY > aEBRENESS > ERETEERENPAARKH
HIEE

- FIAEHEE » WRBELBEMEBBELTESE  AREHES R FIIES

UNICEF has been promoting birth registration on several levels:

* Community Awareness Campaigns to educate parents about the importance of birth
registration and inform them of their children’s rights

* Linking birth registration with key services such as healthcare and education, so that
children can register when they are given vaccines or enrolled in schools

* Reaching out to remote communities with mobile registration units and digital platforms
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One-year-old Nuraia Akter Nuri receives her birth certificate with her mother in Bangladesh.
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Success story: West and Central Africa
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Before 2021, West and Central Africa had the lowest birth registration rates in the world, with only 45% of children under 5 registered. Thanks to
UNICEF’s relentless effort to promote birth registration in the region, 76% of children under 5 were registered by the end of 2023, enabling 47
million children to access essential services.
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Birth registration: access to life-saving care
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Meet Fousseyni and Awa, a pair of twins in Mali. With their own birth certificates,
they have access to the best healthcare available and keep their vaccinations
up-to-date. In Mali, more than 50% of low birth weight babies are monitored in
care centres. Without birth registration, they may not have survived.
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Birth registration: for early childhood development
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In Guatemala, a mother takes her registered baby to a workshop on early childhood i
development. “I’m so happy to know that stimulations such as hugs and playing would -
help children’s development. We were not raised that way!” she says.

Early childhood offers a critical window of opportunity to shape the trajectory of a
child’s holistic development and build a foundation for their future. With birth
registration, mothers and children have access to more resources, including education
on positive parenting and care.
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For every child, the right to an identity
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“The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have
the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality.”

— Article 7. 1., Convention on the Rights of the Child

UNICEF aims to ensure that every child is recognized, protected, and able to access their rights
and services, contributing to their overall development and well-being. And we could not make
it without your support. Thanks again for protecting children’s rights.
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